and cultural context. In addition to the usual photographs of surgical instruments and wax models, there are pictures of eighteenth-century prostitutes buying wigs (their heads were shaved as a form of punishment), and of early nineteenth-century vendors selling drinkingwater from carts in the suburbs of Vienna. However, as one advances through the book there are progressively fewer photographs that enlighten one about the social background of medicine, and progressively more portraits. This becomes particularly noticeable in the last several chapters, which concern the development of various specializations. In these chapters one finds mainly portraits of leading physicians, often surrounded by their assistants and students, sometimes chatting with famous political or cultural figures. These illustrations are qualitatively different from the earlier ones; they seldom reveal anything about the social context of medicine, about the theory or practice of medicine, or even about the particular specialization in question. In Lesky's book, as in many other pictorial histories of medicine, the photographs become less interesting and less enlightening as one advances through the book.
All in all, however, the illustrations are well selected and an important asset in this fine publication.
Erna Lesky's Meilensteine is a beautiful and engaging book that is an excellent complement to her other writings on Viennese medicine. Anyone should find the book interesting; those with a special attachment for Viennese medicine (and who read German well) will find it to be a truly valuable addition.
K Despite his outstanding skill in scientific illustration, which was appreciated by such a connoisseur as Pieter Camper, Rymsdyk's life appears to have been a string of failures. An underemployed e'migre' of no fixed abode and dressed in William Barrett's cast-off clothes, he never established his career behind the portrait-painter's easel. Instead, he was reduced to slaving in a freezing Soho garret for the perfectionist William Hunter, drawing the putrid abortions and cadavers of destitute women. Paradoxically, the unrelenting professionalism which he devoted to this unpleasant but useful task has brought to Rymsdyk more appreciation from posterity than many smart portraitists have received. Anyone curious to know the full story, such as it is, should consult Mr. Thornton's bio-biblio-iconographical narrative. Joan Lane and Robert Bearman, who took on the task of making the manuscript fit to print, are to be congratulated on the result, and the generous attitude that it conveys regarding the publication of detailed works of local history on medical topics.
William Schupbach
By taking an interest in Henry Jephson, Eric Baxter was also bringing to light much of the nineteenth-century history of Leamington Spa, where Jephson was a famous medical practitioner, benefiting to some extent from the lure of the local spa waters and their attraction for a wealthy, itinerant, class of patients. It is a remarkable career, even by nineteenth-century standards, since Jephson made his way from being an apothecary's apprentice; he became a Licentiate of the Society of Apothecaries in 1823, and then a surgeon to Leamington Infirmary and Dispensary in 1826, before graduating M.D. from Glasgow in April 1826. After a brief sojourn in Cheltenham, which Leamington residents disapproved of, Jephson returned to Leamington in September of the same year. Then, between 1828 and 1848, described in Chapter 2 as "the peak of fame", he practised very successfully with the aid of the local waters and "a beautiful and expressive smile". One of his many famous patients -another was Ruskin -was Lord Shaftesbury, who said of him "the very appearance of the man inspires confidence". The smiling manner was parodied by such as Forbes Benignus Winslow, but Jephson cannot have been too concerned: he went on to make a very considerable fortune, helped to establish the Warwick and Leamington Banking Company, as well as numerous civic educational amenities. These must have mattered to him a good deal after 1848, when he lost his sight. But he had reached the heart of the aristocratic and political connexion: the undergraduate W. E. Gladstone recorded a number of dinners with Dr. Jephson, apparently unoffended (this was the early 1830s) by Jephson's hostility to reform and stout adherence to the old Anglican order.
The career has been meticulously researched by Dr. Baxter, and cannot be said to make light reading. This is particularly true of the account of the philanthropic activities in the period 1848-1878, although for avid students of local Midland history, much of what is examined here is fascinating. And Jephson's career as a whole once again testifies to the staying power of conservative philanthropy, once the 1830s and 1840s had been negotiated. In adifferent century, he might have been incarnated as Beau Nash; but in nineteenth-century England, a genteel manner
